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Building Stronger Communities: Nonprofits Serving DC area Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders 

Washington, DC—The DC metropolitan area is home to 524,000 Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders 

(AAPI). The AAPI community is a diverse population made up of many ethnicities and histories. Local 

organizations in the area such as Asian American Success, Asian-American Homeownership Counseling Inc., 

Asian Pacific Islander Queer Sisters, and Hepatitis B Initiative of Washington DC understand AAPI 

communities and provide health, education, and socioeconomic services to advance the well-being of this 

population.  

For this reason, the Cherry Blossom Giving Circle, a movement of community philanthropists in the DC area, 

is awarding a total of $11,000 to the four organizations to advance their missions and provide critical services 

to underserved AAPI populations. For the second year in a row, the Cherry Blossom Giving Circle focused its 

giving on smaller nonprofits. These nonprofits will use the grants to support the various programmatic and 

organizational capacity efforts detailed below. 

Asian American Success (AA Success), based in Falls Church, VA: Grant funds will support the 

operational and administrative costs of providing critical life skills training and coaching to underserved 

minority students. Learn more about AA Success at http://www.aasuccess.org/. 

Asian-American Homeownership Counseling Inc. (AAHC), based in DC, VA, and MD: Grant 

funds will support foreclosure prevention and financial education programs. Learn more about AAHC at 

http://aa-hc.org/. 

Asian Pacific Islander Queer Sisters (APIQS), based in the DC area: Grant funds will support a 

screening and discussion of the film "No Look Pass" and will support operational costs to participate in 

the annual Pride Parade. Learn more about APIQS at http://www.apiqsdc.org/. 

Hepatitis B Initiative of Washington DC (HBI-DC), based in Washington, DC: Grant funds will 

support hepatitis B education, screening, vaccination, and treatment referrals to AAPI communities. 

Learn more about HBI-DC at http://www.hbi-dc.org/. 

Established in 2009, the Cherry Blossom Giving Circle is a group of volunteers committed to creating positive 

change in the AAPI communities of the Washington, DC metropolitan area. Representing diverse cultures, 

professional backgrounds, perspectives, and interests, the volunteers pool their resources to support AAPI-

serving nonprofits. To date, the giving circle has provided nearly $37,000 in grants to 11 organizations.  

“The Cherry Blossom Giving Circle is one of 31 giving circles in the United States with a common goal of 

promoting community giving in the AAPI community,” said Leila Polintan, a Cherry Blossom Giving Circle 

member. “What makes our circle unique is our focus on supporting organizations with small operational 

budgets that are often overlooked by traditional funders. For such organizations, every dollar makes a big 

impact and enables them to be one step closer to meeting their missions.”  

The Cherry Blossom Giving Circle is a member of the Asian American Pacific Islanders in Philanthropy 

(AAPIP) National Giving Circle Network and receives matching grants to increase support to its recipient 

community organizations. For more information about the Cherry Blossom Giving Circle, visit 

dcgivingcircle.wordpress.com or e-mail dcgivingcircle@gmail.com. For more information about AAPIP, visit 

www.aapip.org. 
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